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MEDIA NOTE 

 

Secretary Clinton Outlines Nuclear Security Strategy in International Op-Ed 

 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton today told European publics that the New Strategic 

Arms Reduction Treaty (START) is one of several concrete steps the U.S. is taking to reduce the 

global threat of nuclear weapons, proliferation and terrorism.  

 

In an op-ed originally published in The Guardian newspaper in the United Kingdom and also 

appearing in Germany’s Berliner Zeitung, Frankfurter Rundschau, Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger and 

Mitteldeutsche Zeitung, Secretary Clinton cited the progress achieved since President Obama’s 

speech in Prague last April and stressed the importance of international cooperation in 

addressing nuclear security challenges. Other international newspapers will carry the Secretary’s 

column tomorrow. 

 

Read more at The Guardian’s web site here: 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/cifamerica/2010/apr/07/world-nuclear-danger-treaty-

america.  

The full text of Secretary Clinton’s op-ed follows: 

 

Our Giant Step Towards a World Free from Nuclear Danger 

 

This treaty shows the strength of America's commitment to global disarmament – and to our 

national security 

By Hillary Rodham Clinton 

 

Today the United States and Russia will sign the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 

(START) in Prague, reducing the number of strategic nuclear warheads in our arsenals to levels 

not seen since the first decade of the nuclear age.  This verifiable reduction by the world’s two 

largest nuclear powers reflects our commitment to the basic bargain of the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT) -- all nations have the right to seek the peaceful use of nuclear 

energy, but they all also have the responsibility to prevent nuclear proliferation, and those that do 

possess these weapons must work toward disarmament. 

 

This agreement is just one of several concrete steps the United States is taking to make good on 

President Obama's pledge to make America and the world safer by reducing the threat of nuclear 

weapons, proliferation and terrorism.  

 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/cifamerica/2010/apr/07/world-nuclear-danger-treaty-america
http://www.berlinonline.de/berliner-zeitung/archiv/.bin/dump.fcgi/2010/0408/politik/0003/index.html
http://www.fr-online.de/top_news/2515587_Gastbeitrag-von-Hillary-Clinton-Wir-waren-nie-entschlossener.html
http://www.ksta.de/html/artikel/1270457613220.shtml
http://www.mz-web.de/servlet/ContentServer?pagename=ksta/page&atype=ksArtikel&aid=1270619411168&openMenu=1013016724415&calledPageId=1013016724415&listid=1018881578341
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/cifamerica/2010/apr/07/world-nuclear-danger-treaty-america
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/cifamerica/2010/apr/07/world-nuclear-danger-treaty-america


On Tuesday, the President announced the U.S. Government’s Nuclear Posture Review (NPR), 

which provides a roadmap for reducing the role and numbers of our nuclear weapons while more 

effectively protecting the United States and our allies from today’s most pressing threats. 

 

Next week, President Obama will host more than 40 leaders at a Nuclear Security Summit for the 

purpose of securing all vulnerable nuclear materials as swiftly as possible to prevent them from 

falling into the hands of terrorists. 

 

And along with our international partners, the United States is pursuing diplomatic efforts that 

create real consequences for states such as Iran and North Korea that defy the global 

nonproliferation regime. 

 

These steps send clear messages about our priorities and our resolve. 

 

To our allies and partners, and all those who have long looked to the United States as an 

underwriter of regional and global security: Our commitment to defend our interests and our 

allies has never been stronger. These steps will make us all safer and more secure. 

 

To those who refuse to meet their international obligations and seek to intimidate their 

neighbors:  The world is more united than ever before and will not accept your intransigence. 

 

Today’s agreement is a testament to our own determination to meet our obligations under the 

NPT and the special responsibilities that the United States and Russia bear as the two largest 

nuclear powers. 

 

The New START Treaty includes a 30 percent reduction in the number of strategic nuclear 

warheads the United States and Russia are permitted to deploy and a strong and effective 

verification regime, which will further stabilize the relationship between our two countries as 

well as reduce the risks of miscommunication or miscalculation. 

 

And the Treaty places no constraints on our missile defense plans – now or in the future. 

 

President Obama’s Nuclear Posture Review makes the principles behind this Treaty – and our 

larger nonproliferation and arms control agenda – part of our national security strategy.  Today 

nuclear proliferation and nuclear terrorism have replaced the Cold War-era danger of a large-

scale nuclear attack as the most urgent threat to U.S. and global security. The NPR outlines a 

new approach that will ensure that our defenses and diplomacy are geared toward meeting these 

challenges effectively.   

 

As part of this new approach, the United States pledges not to use or threaten to use nuclear 

weapons against a non-nuclear weapons state that is party to the NPT and in compliance with its 

nuclear nonproliferation obligations.  The United States would only consider the use of nuclear 

weapons in extreme circumstances to defend the vital interests of the United States or its allies 

and partners.  There should be no doubt, however, that we will hold fully accountable any state, 

terrorist group, or other non-state actor that supports or enables terrorist efforts to obtain or use 

weapons of mass destruction. 



 

The NPR also emphasizes close cooperation with our allies around the world, and maintains our 

firm commitment to mutual security. We will work with our partners to reinforce regional 

security architectures, such as missile defenses, and other conventional military capabilities. The 

United States will continue to maintain a safe, secure and effective nuclear deterrent for 

ourselves and our allies so long as these weapons exist anywhere in the world. 

 

Nuclear proliferation and terrorism are global challenges, and they demand a global response.  

That is why President Obama has invited leaders from around the world to Washington for a 

Nuclear Security Summit and will seek commitments from all nations – especially those that 

enjoy the benefits of civilian nuclear power – to take steps to stop proliferation and secure 

vulnerable nuclear materials.  If terrorists ever acquired these dangerous materials, the results 

would be too terrible to imagine. 

 

All nations must recognize that the nonproliferation regime cannot survive if violators are 

allowed to act with impunity. That is why we are working to build international consensus for 

steps that will convince Iran’s leaders to change course, including new UN Security Council 

sanctions that will further clarify their choice of upholding their obligations or facing increasing 

isolation and painful consequences. With respect to North Korea, we continue to send the 

message that simply returning to the negotiating table is not enough.  Pyongyang must move 

toward complete and verifiable denuclearization, through irreversible steps, if it wants a 

normalized, sanctions-free relationship with the United States.  

 

All these steps, all our treaties, summits and sanctions, share the goal of increasing the security 

of the United States, our allies, and people everywhere.  

 

Last April, President Obama stood in Hradcany Square in Prague and challenged the world to 

pursue a future free of the nuclear dangers that have loomed over us all for more than a half 

century.  This is the work of a lifetime, if not longer. But today, one year later, we are making 

real progress toward that goal.  
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